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McFarland Equivalence Turbidity Standards are designed to be visual standards for determining approximate microorganism concentration.

A 0.5 McFarland Standard is approximately equivalent to 150 million cfus/ml.

A 1.0 McFarland Standard is approximately equivalent to 300 million cfus/ml.

A 2.0 McFarland Standard is approximately equivalent to 600 million cfus/ml.

A 3.0 McFarland Standard is approximately equivalent to 900 million cfus/ml.

A 4.0 McFarland Standard is approximately equivalent to 1.2 billion cfus/ml.

Variation in organisms' size and phase of log growth will affect organism density.

*McFarland Equivalence 0.5 is defined by CLSI as 0.08 to 0.10 absorbancy at 625 nm.
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Quality Control Manager
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